
Philippians Chapter 1:3-8           Elements of Joy  Treasures From  the Book of Philippians 

 
Intro: Paul is in a Roman prison and has been comforted by a gift from the church at Philippi. 

Thus Paul begins to write the church. 

 

Philippians 1 :[3] I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, 
 

              1. Joy of Appreciation  (3) 

 

Paul  began to recollect the beginnings of the ministry in Philippi. 

Paul was on his missionary journey with Silas. Timothy was converted and has been added to the 

mission journey. Trying to find the will of God, Paul is given a vision, Acts 16: 9-10. 

Paul, Silas, Timothy and now Luke, arrive in Philippi, Acts 16:12. 

They go to the river on the Sabbath and meet a group of women. 

One of those women, Lydia was converted, Acts 16: 13-15. 

 
Next a fortune telling girl was trying to hinder PauL Paul cast the demon out of the girl, Acts 16: 16-18. 

For this Paul and Silas were arrested. 

In the midnight hour, Paul and Silas prayed and praised the Lord., Acts 16:19-25. 

God sent an earthquake, opened the doors of the prison and the jailor was converted, Acts 16: 26-34. 

Thus were the powerful beginnings of the church at Philippi. 

 
Paul, is now in a Roman prison and is thankful for the good memories of the church at Philippi. 

In a prison with joy, Amen. 

 

 

Philippians 1 :[4] Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with joy, 

 
            2. The Joy of Acclamation  (4)  

 

 Paul was praying for this church always. 

In fact he is praying for all of the church and not just a few. 

 
Thus Paul is calling upon God, making petition and intercession for the church at Philippi. 

Paul was glad to approach the throne of Almighty God to speak with God about Philippi. 

 

 

Philippians 1 :[5] For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now; 

 
             3. The Joy of Association  I Affiliation  (5) 

 

Paul writes of the "fellowship" that he has with the church at Philippi. 

The word for fellowship is "koinonia" which is a partnership. 

Paul and the church at Philippi were working together and not apart. 

 
Their goal was the spread of the gospel message. 

Paul and the church at Philippi were seeking to develop and grow the ministry for the glory of God. 

 

 



Philippians 1 :[6] Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will 

perform it until the day of Jesus Christ: 

 
 

            4. The Joy of Anticipation  (6) 

 

Paul was confident, persuaded, sure and convinced about God's  promises, Gal 3:3. 

Paul knows that salvation will result in eternity with Jesus in heaven. 

 
Paul knows what salvation here will become one day. 

 

 

Philippians 1 :[7] Even as it is meet for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my heart; 

inasmuch as both in my bonds, and in the defence and confirmation of the gospel, ye all are partakers of 

my grace. [8] For God is my record, how greatly I long after you all in the bowels of Jesus Christ. 

 
 

            5. The Joy of Affection  (7-8) 

 

Paul says that he has the church at Philippi in his heart at all times. 

Whether Paul was in prison or out of prison, he was praying and thinking of the church at Philippi. 

 
Paul says that God knows how much that Paul longs after the church at Philippi. 

This is an expression of the deep love that Paul has for the church at Philippi. 

Please remember, the Spirit of God has included this epistle for our encouragement  in times of hardship. 


